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Crown of the Good Name 


The book "Keter Shem Tov" by Rabbi Abraham of 
Cologne, a student of the Rokeach (Eleazar of Worms), offers an interpretation of the name of 
YHVH and the explanation of the ten Sefirot: 


With this, a person can enter the holy space with a pure soul, with clear speech, and adorned 
with reverence, to honor the great, mighty, and awesome Name. This is the foundation of 
awe, a crown and diadem, and wisdom glorified by those who know and recognize it. 
Therefore, every prudent person should act with knowledge, recognizing an eye that sees and 
an ear that hears, and a wise soul to understand. For it ascends and pierces through, reaching 
up to the Throne of Glory, with no partition to prevent it, for it knows its origins and where it 
dwells. ‘The wayward daughter who has not purified herself from her impurity sits alone in 
sorrow, burned by the coming day, as she dwells outside the camp for all the days of her 
impurity. But if she has purified herself from her impurity, she shall not be called forsaken 
anymore. The wise will shine like the brightness of the sky, illuminating the face of the 
menorah. Some will be like stars at the gate of the multitude, with the cherubim spreading 
their wings above. They shall ascend the straight path to the lofty ascent, hidden in the 
shadow of the Almighty, rising on wings like eagles and entering the innermost chambers. 


These words guide the instructors and impart wisdom. The spirit will return to God who gave 
it, for the wise soul will live with its Creator. It recognizes its place; its ladder is set on the 
earth, reaching up to the heavens. From the separated intellect, it stretches the heavens and 
descends. The spirit of the beast departs naked without a covering, unaware of its rising and 
resting. The body close to it shall not be defiled, but everything within it will be defiled. 
Rivkah emerges with her pitcher on her shoulder, and her rival provokes her out of anger, 
like the days of her impurity, making her unclean. Anyone who lies with a beast shall be put 
to death with it because he knew not and bore guilt. Just as He brings the wind and rain 
upon the dry land with a faint voice, where is the sanctified spirit that took on the burden, yet 
no liberty was granted to it? When the body goes to death, the sinning soul will die. Blessed is 
the one who walks in integrity, without form or image, distancing from materiality. Recognize 
the Creator who created you, and know the people of faith, for this is faith. You did not see 
any form and shall not follow your eyes. Open the gates of righteousness in your hearts; 
perhaps the Lord will meet you, and the glory of the Lord will appear to you. Then you will 
understand His secret, for there is none beside Him. Where is the place of His glory? Recite 
His unity twice daily; this is the gate of heaven. This is your sign, and your eyes see, for the 
Lord of Hosts does great things beyond measure, miracles, and wonders without number. The 
fool does not understand this. 


And now I have ventured to speak and compose words, not as I see fit, but as my 
understanding guides me. This is the gate to the Lord; the righteous shall enter it and 
recognize its goodness. The living shall take it to heart that the Lord is God, exalted above all, 
with His throne of glory in the heavens above. May His God be with him and ascend, for He 
is hidden from all hiddenness. ‘The one who knows the Supreme Knowledge will recognize 


that He is first among the first, last among the last, and precedes all ancient beings. He knows 
all, is head of all, has no change, accident, or attribute. He is not subject to "Why" or "how 
much." His hand is raised, His right hand is exalted, hidden from all eyes but not from the 
wise soul. She says that there is no measure to His stature. But those who act deceitfully, 
asking "how" and "what" are children of rebellion. There is no superiority over animals; open 
the door to the son who does not know to ask. Be careful not to inquire about what is above 
and below; know today that He is awe-inspiring and awesome, present and hidden. This is 
His hidden name, crowned with four crowns, sealed with the heights, depths, and the heavens 
of the earth. Therefore, the heavens will rejoice, and the earth will be glad. The one who 
knows and recognizes it will purify a clean and pure heart. The glory of God conceals a 
matter, and these four letters are worthy of the Lord's honor, for they are four crowns, and 
the crown of a good name surpasses them all. 


"And I, an unknown one, have set my heart to seek and explore, with my limited 
understanding, to know the secret of the revered Name, so that I may give strength to my 
king and know before whom I stand, as it is written: 'I have set the Lord always before me; 
because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.' This teaches that a person must know 
the Lord his God, for the Lord is great and highly praised, and His greatness is unfathomable. 
This means that this Name is greater than all His other names, as Jethro said, 'Now I know 
that the Lord is greater than all gods.’ It is also written, 'Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the 
power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.' Moses performed all the miracles in the name 
of the Lord, for the Holy One, blessed be He, revealed His secret to him, as it is written, 'But 
by My name the Lord I was not known to them.’ This means that He did not reveal to them 
the secret of His great Name. Therefore, it is fitting for all who fear the Lord to understand 
His secret, as it is written, 'The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him.' Our sages also 
said, 'When you pray, know before whom you stand.' No person is allowed to imagine any 
form in his heart, as it is written, 'To whom will you liken Me?' Therefore, one should direct 
his thoughts during prayer to the revered and awe-inspiring Name, which is YHVH, as I 
explained above, 'I have set the Lord always before me.' Whoever does so, fortunate is he and 
fortunate is his portion, for in recognizing his Creator, he will be beloved above and cherished 
below. As David said, 'I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.’ 
He mentioned His Name in these four verses corresponding to the four letters of the Name, 
for he wanted to know why the Holy One, blessed be He, chose them. 


Therefore, my heart filled with the desire to write this "Keter Shem Tov." Blessed be the 
Name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. It is the hidden secret, but to those 
who fear Him, He reveals His secret, and they speak of His unity, for there is none besides 
Him. Blessed be His glorious Name, which testifies that there is none else. There is no one 
else beside Him. In Him, He has performed His deeds and made everything beautiful in its 
time. He does not tire or grow weary, and His understanding is unsearchable, and His stature 
is immeasurable. No eye has seen a God besides You, for there is no Lord besides Him. All 
hearts will fail to know the glory of His greatness. In wisdom, He established the earth, and in 
understanding, He set the heavens. He acts with kindness, and we have not found Him 
lacking in power in His might. He is exalted in the mouth of all, and even the heavens declare 
His glory, and the work of His hands proclaim His beauty. He is mighty forever, and His 
dominion is forever and ever. He is the righteous foundation of the world, and blessed is His 


glorious kingdom, crowned with four crowns and declared by the pure, as it is written, 'Sing 
joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise Him.' Thus, David 
sought to know the knowledge of the Creator, blessed be He, and why He chose to glorify His 
Name with these four letters more than any others, as it is said, 'My soul shall boast in the 
Lord.’ We will explain this further below. It appears that a person cannot perform perfect 
service unless he recognizes his Creator, as it is written, 'And you, Solomon my son, know the 
God of your father and serve Him,' meaning as much as they can understand from tradition. 
Therefore, my heart filled with the desire to seek and explore the right path, hoping it would 
be pleasing to the Lord, and I would know the knowledge of His divinity to serve Him with a 
whole heart. 


And this is His Name forever, written with Yod Heh, and pronounced with Aleph Dalet. With 
this Name, He created the upper and lower worlds, as it is said, 'For by YH, the Lord, the 
Rock of ages.’ From here, it is known that the Holy One, blessed be He, created this world 
and the world to come with YH. The world to come with Yod and this world with Heh, as it 
is written in the creation of the world, 'These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created,’ hinting that He created them with Heh. We will explain below how 
they were created with Heh. YH is a complete name, as YHVH totals 26, and YH with its 
hidden letters also totals 26, meaning Yod Heh. This is the meaning of the verse, 'For by YH, 
the Lord, the Rock of ages,’ meaning that this Name, YH, totals the same as YHVH. With 
these letters, He created this world and the world to come, for the world to come, which is 
doubled like Gan and Eden, He created with Yod, which is two Hehs, and this world He 
created with Heh. The one who understands will understand that the upper world is Eden, 
called the bundle of life, the place of the righteous souls, as it is said, 'The soul of my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of life." The garden is a place below it, the place of the souls of 
the intermediate, also the place of intellectual separate beings and the bodies close to 
simplicity, like the body of the spheres. The influencing one over them is the active intellect, a 
simple essence, the first of the creations of the blessed Name. It is an eternal and constant 
entity, unchangeable, not perceived by the senses. It brings all beings from potential to 
actuality. A river goes out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides into four 
heads. 


The four rivers symbolize four qualities. The name of the first is Pishon, which encompasses 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold, and it is written, 'The gold of that land is 
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there,’ symbolizing the white humor, likened to gold 
because of the redness of the blood formed from the white when fully developed. The name of 
the second river is Gihon, which encompasses the whole land of Cush, symbolizing the black 
bile, and the name Gihon hints like one who goes on his belly because a person with black 
bile walks bent over. The name of the third river is Tigris, symbolizing the green bile, sharp 
and swift like fire. The fourth river is Euphrates, symbolizing blood. Our sages said, 'Anyone 
who drinks the waters of the Euphrates...’ Because from the best blood, seed is formed. The 
wise soul is a simple essence that completes the deficiency of the natural body, composed of 
four elements, which is the lower world, and it is the foundation of the Heh, as it is said, 
"When they were created with Heh.’ Thus, 'By YH, the Lord, the Rock of ages,’ is upper, 
intermediate, and lower." 


And the letter Hei (7) signifies that He created them without effort and toil, but rather by the 
exhalation of breath, as it is said, "The Creator of the ends of the earth does not faint or grow 
weary, and this is not the case with all other letters. Although there are spiritual letters, they 
do not form a complete word or command except for the Hei alone. (Regarding this matter, 
see at length in the book Yalkut HaRoim HaGadol, in the book Darkei HaNikud concerning 
the letter Hei.) The letter Hei denotes ‘let there be' as in 'Here is seed for you.' The 
expression Hei is simply the exhalation of breath, as it is said, 'By the breath of His mouth all 
their host,’ 'Let there be light'—this was the first command, indicating that the beginning of 
creation was the intellectual, pure, and bright world, the upper light emanating from His 
glory. From it, He emanated the light for the heavens by saying, 'Let there be a firmament,' 
and after this, He continued with the creation of the physical world as our sages said, 'With 
ten utterances the world was created,’ and all of them were created with the Hei. 


They also said that the ten utterances are ten significant levels, all stemming from the upper 
cause, each higher than the other, and these are: Ishim (men), Malachim (angels), Irin 
(watchers), Arelim, Seraphim (fiery angels), Cherubim, Ophanim (wheels), Chayot (holy living 
creatures), the ‘Throne, and the tenth is sacred, which is the foundation of the Yod. Therefore, 
they said that the upper realms were created with the Yod, and the Yod testifies to the unity 
of the Creator, blessed be He. Another explanation is that the ten utterances correspond to 
the seven celestial spheres and the four elements, which are fire, water, wind, and earth. They 
are considered as two celestial spheres because fire and wind are one sphere, as both can be 
related even though each has its own foundation and essence. Nevertheless, they can coexist 
like hot air, which is both fire and wind. Similarly, earth and water mix together to form mud 
and clay, as it was at the beginning of creation until He separated them, as it is said, 'Let the 
waters gather together.' Thus, these four elements are two, and the seven celestial spheres 
total nine, with one leader for all, making ten, which is sacred. The Yod testifies to the unity 
of the Creator and the subtlety of thought, its inner essence being without comparison or 
form, as it is said, "To whom will you liken Me?' meaning the heart cannot conceive, and the 
thought cannot recognize. 


The Yod symbolizes subtlety and is written as a point without length, breadth, or width, and 
even a young child can write it, for anything with length, breadth, or width has six directions, 
although it is one body. The essence of the material and its root is the inner point from which 
it extends, spreads out, and lengthens. Moreover, the Yod, being like a point, signifies the still 
small voice, indicating that one must think about the knowledge of the Creator, blessed be He, 
without comparing Him to anything created, as Elijah said, 'The Lord was not in the wind; 
the Lord was not in the earthquake; the Lord was not in the fire.’ This means that all 
thoughts about His glory and the reality of His divinity, likening Him to wind, earthquake, 
and fire, did not comprehend His glory, for all these are elements, existing and _ finite. 
However, when he thought about the still small voice, he immediately covered his face with 
his mantle, and then the glory of the Creator, blessed be He, was revealed to him. The still 
small voice represents a subtle and inner thought, meaning He has no likeness, as it is said, 
"To whom will you liken Me?' 


Additionally, the Yod is a spiritual letter and resembles a point without length, breadth, or 
width compared to all other letters. It was chosen to be the first letter of His revered Name, 
blessed be He. The Yod, being the central letter of the alphabet, signifies the subtlety of inner 


thought, which is the root and source of everything. It represents the Holy Spirit, like the root 
of a tree that draws from something very subtle and invisible, from which it grows and bears 
fruit. In the alphabet, after the Yod comes Kaf Lamed Mem, which is the reverse of Melekh 
(king). The Yod precedes the king, indicating that at the beginning of understanding the glory, 
one can only attain the glory of the Kingdom of Heaven through subtle thought. A sign of 
this is 'The honor of the king's daughter is inward.’ Furthermore, the Yod is central to all the 
letters, with nine to each side. Together with Kaf Lamed Mem, it is central, meaning the 
Lord as king sustains both upper and lower realms. 


It is also indicated that although the sefirah of Malkut (kingdom) is the lowest in the order of 
the sefirot, it is dependent on the Yod and close to it, like Kaf Lamed Mem are close to the 
Yod. After the Yod, which is the source and root and signifies the external Holy Spirit, comes 
the letter Hei, which signifies speech and action, completing the thought and expressing what 
is in the heart. This is a reference to the Hei, which, as I explained above, is spiritual and a 
complete word. The Yod is also the sum of all calculations and the seal of all the sefirot. 


The Explanation of the Ten Sefirot: 


Now, I will begin to explain the Ten Sefirot mentioned in the Sefer Yetzirah and how they 
are hinted at in the Hebrew alphabet along with the letter Yod (?). These are: Keter, 
Chokhmah, Binah, Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferet, Netzach, Hod, Yesod, Malkut. When you 
reverse these Sefirot, Malkut comes first, which is the secret of the Aleph (8) being the first of 
the letters. As it is written, "Their king shall pass before them, the Lord at their head," and 
the king we mentioned is the righteous foundation of the world. This is alluded to by the 
letter Bet (2), because the word Bet means house, and the house is built upon its foundation. 
Hence, the letter Bet is called Yesod. 


The letter Gimel (3) represents the benefactor standing at the entrance of the house, showing 
kindness to the poor. This is why the Gimel follows the Bet, symbolizing the one who bestows 
kindness, extending a hand downward to give in secret. Thus, Gimel is associated with Hod, 
the splendor of the house. 


The letter Dalet (7) stands bent, like a poor person who bows before the benefactor to receive 
a gift, overcoming all kinds of adversities. Therefore, the Dalet is associated with Netzach. 


The letter Hei (7), which is used in thought alone without toil, symbolizes the beauty of the 
heart's thought. Its shape, with a small point inside, represents the inner thought within the 
heart, symbolizing the beauty of a person who conceals their thoughts. Thus, Hei is called 
Tiferet. 


The letter Waw (1) stands upright like a warrior, as our sages said, "Who is a hero? One who 
conquers his desires." This is Gevurah, which bestows kindness to both the wicked and the 
good. Hence, Waw symbolizes Gevurah, also indicating its dominance over six directions. 


The letter Zayin (t) is called Chesed because of its shape, which has faces turned in every 
direction, symbolizing the one who turns to all sides to do kindness to the poor. Thus, Zayin 
is called Chesed. 


The letter Chet (7) symbolizes Binah, as Binah is above all these good attributes. A person 
with understanding behaves according to them and does not stumble. The shape of the Chet, 
open at the bottom, represents the power of discernment in the middle part of the brain, 
opening the way for understanding and behaving with integrity. Therefore, Chet is called 
Binah. 


The letter Tet (0) symbolizes Chokhmah, having an open top receiving from the intellect, the 
faculty of understanding. Therefore, Tet is called Chokhmah. 


The letter Yod (°) represents intellect, which is Keter, the highest, revealed in the wise soul, 
completing all good attributes in the body and bringing forth subtle thought. Thus, after Yod, 
we find Kaf, Lamed, Mem, spelling Melekh (king). The Yod is called Keter, as there is no 
attribute higher than it. The wise soul encompasses everything in Keter, which is called Kallil 
(crown) meaning all-inclusive. A person cannot rise higher but must crown their king and 
accept His kingship in a known way, then they are called king. Hence, after Yod comes KLM, 
meaning king, indicating up to this point you can consider, as said in Sefer Yetzirah, "Ten 
and not nine, ten and not eleven," for the tenth is the general count, and ascending higher 
leads to particulars, which is not appropriate for crowning Him in particulars; the ten includes 
everything. 


I have already explained that the letter Hei is spiritual and a complete word, and with it, all 
creations were made. It symbolizes the soul, which is secondary to the active intellect. The 
active intellect is the root of the wise soul, and the wise soul is the root of the body and the 
cause of its perfection, like the root of a tree. The root draws sustenance from the best of the 
land, and from it, the tree grows and bears fruit. From the best of the fruit, the human is 
nourished, and from the best nourishment, the limbs are sustained. This is the view of 
philosophers, known through evidence and recognized in nature, compelling the discerning 
heart to know this. Also, the knowledge compels us to understand that the essence and root of 
the soul is the active intellect, and thus, all in order until it reaches the perfection of the body. 


The vital spirit is secondary to the wise soul, being the spirit of life present in sensation, and 
the spirit is the foundation and root of the body, perceived like the visible root of a tree but 
with an unknown source. Therefore, the Hei is secondary to the Yod, as the spirit is the 
second instrument of its function, external to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is present in 
thought, so Hei is secondary to Yod, symbolizing the spirit of life, as it is written, "By the 
breath of His mouth all their host," and "The spirit came into them." The shape of Hei 
indicates it is the second instrument of creation, resembling a point within it, representing the 
external, with the point being the internal, similar to Yod. This indicates that Yod is internal, 
and Hei is secondary, symbolizing the Holy Spirit, with the second being the spirit of life." 


The Waw (\) is more corporeal and external compared to the Hei (7), being somewhat 
physical and formed by the pressing of the lips, indicating that the body is secondary to the 


spirit and serves as a vessel to receive the spirit. When the spirit enters it, it becomes a 
structure; otherwise, it remains an incomplete form. Therefore, it is not considered a full body, 
only slightly, and it has no form other than length, like this (1). The Creator chose it because it 
represents His actions, similar to how the body represents the actions of the soul. Additionally, 
the Waw symbolizes the emanation of power from its source, being thicker at the top and 
tapering off as it extends downward, representing the diminishing strength as the force 
emanates from cause to cause, from one level to another, until it reaches the human body, 
which is the endpoint. Thus, the Waw is thick at the top, strong, and tapers off, indicating 
diminishing strength. It is also sometimes spiritual when connected to another letter, as in " ,"12 
1 ete, 


King David, when seeking to understand the Divine name and why the Hei was chosen, 
composed a Psalm in an alphabetical acrostic to investigate all the letters. In "I will bless the 
Lord at all times," he found the Yod and the Hei to be spiritual. When he reached the Waw, 
he found it somewhat physical, so he skipped it and did not include it in the Psalm, fearing to 
use it, favoring Yod and Hei more. At the end of the Psalm, he placed it at the end of a word 
to make it spiritual, as in "all who take refuge in Him will not be condemned," indicating its 
spiritual usage, hence why it does not follow the alphabetical order. 


The Hei at the end is to complete the word with three instances of the Divine Name, 
indicating "71 717 717." One can also meditate on these three names when saying "717" 
with a hidden meaning not to be revealed except to the initiated. Additionally, the first Hei 
and the last Hei signify that the Creator is the first and the last, above and below, just like the 
upper Hei and the lower Hei. This means from top to bottom, east to west, north to south, 
and the righteous foundation of the world, representing the four directions above and Keter 
(the crown) supporting everything. The Waw connecting the two Heis represents the 
continuity of existence, with Yod being the first of all, as previously explained. 


When mentioning the Divine Name, one should meditate on the ten Sefirot, as everything is 
included within it. We have explained that the Yod is the head of the Sefirot and also their 
end, replaced by the Aleph in the pronunciation of the Name, written as Yod-Heh but 
pronounced as Aleph-Dalet. The Aleph replaces the Yod, symbolizing that the Aleph is the 
first of all numbers. If you think from bottom to top, you will find the tenth Yod to be sacred, 
and similarly, from the top, the first is sacred, hinting that He is the first and the last. ‘This is 
the secret of the firstborn and the tithe, with the Hei in the middle of the count, indicating 
that He is the first, middle, and last—was, is, and will be. The Hei is replaced by Dalet in the 
pronunciation, symbolizing the four directions, right, left, front, and back, with the Keter 
(crown) supporting everything. Thus, the Dalet is sanctified as "And in the fourth year, all its 
fruit shall be holy, a praise to the Lord," symbolizing the Name of the Lord. 


The Waw in the Name symbolizes the six directions: up, down, right, left, front, and back. 
The Nun replacing the Waw symbolizes the fifty gates of understanding, the sanctification of 
the fiftieth year, and the Holy Jubilee year. The final Yod is pronounced in place of the Hei, 
previously explained that the middle Hei indicates continuous existence, as the present 
moment is always central and eternal. The Yod in place of the Hei signifies that just as it 
stands, it will be in its existence and sanctity. I have said that it symbolizes the six directions, 


representing the sanctity of the sevens. The four-letter Name's squared value totals 186, 
corresponding to the place, "2179", and the total letters of "9¥5" (work), signifying "xodD7 2y" 
(on the throne), indicating He acts and sustains everything in His wisdom. Additionally, it 
equals "07118" (wheels), indicating He controls them, with one more Aleph representing His 
singularity over all. 


The Reason for the 72 Names Regarding the Powers Watching Over the Twelve 
Directions in the World 


Since the world is round, every circle has twelve edges when you place angles facing each 
other, allowing each to see the other's face. If you do not make it square, having fewer than 
twelve angles won't work. When you assign a column to each angle, you get twelve columns, 
and no more are needed. Each column has six edges, meaning six faces per column. 
Therefore, you have seventy-two edges representing powers. 


The twelve columns represent the twelve names derived from three names of twelve letters 
each: "yl dav? qVw a 720 'T 727 'n" ("Phe Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord will 
reign forever and ever"), indicating that God's name sustains everything, as it says, "And the 
righteous is the foundation of the world." No column exists without six edges, which are the 
hooks of the columns, meaning six faces per column. Twelve columns times six faces per 
column equals seventy-two faces or powers, alluding to the verse "He is one, and who can 
turn Him," implying that these powers are unified. Therefore, it is said, "And underneath are 
the everlasting arms," meaning powers, as "arm" always implies power. 


Here you have a four-letter name transforming and revolving into seventy-two. These seventy- 
two are all tripled, corresponding to the triple forms of the Divine names such as "was, is, and 
will be." The four-letter name is primary, and the others are branches extending like arms, 
representing powers. The seventy-two names, when tripled, total 216, equivalent to the 
numerical value of "7'"7x" (lion), as in the verse "The lion has roared, who will not fear? The 
Lord God has spoken, who can but prophesy?" The numerical value of "7'7X" is the same as 
"77123" (strength), indicating the terrifying power that is beyond comprehension. Therefore, it 
is called a lion, the strongest and king of animals, and Judah is called a "young lion," 
representing the king of Jerusalem. The prophet, symbolizing general prophecy, is 
metaphorically called a lion, also known as the upper crown, the highest realm beyond 
comprehension. As stated, "Do not inquire into what is too wondrous for you." 


Explanation of the Sefirot 


Now, I will explain the ten Sefirot mentioned in Sefer Yetzirah and how they are hinted at in 
the Aleph-Bet with the Yud. They are: Keter, Chochmah, Binah, Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferet, 
Netzach, Hod, Yesod, Malkut. When you reverse these Sefirot, Malkut becomes first, 
symbolizing the Aleph, which is the first of the letters. It is written, "And their king passed 
before them, the Lord at their head," referring to the king as the Tzadik, the foundation of 
the world, hinted at by the Bet, the second letter, symbolizing the foundation or house (Bayit). 
The Gimel follows, indicating a person who performs acts of kindness, as it says, "Gomel 


chesed," and its form shows an outstretched hand giving charity, symbolizing kindness to the 
poor, hence called "Hod," the beauty of the house. 


The Dalet, appearing bent, represents humility and poverty, receiving charity from the giver, 
hence called Netzach, victory through enduring kindness. ‘The Hei symbolizes thought alone 
without effort, representing the Tiferet (beauty) of the heart, with its form showing a small dot 
inside it, symbolizing inner thoughts, thus called Tiferet. 


The Waw stands upright, symbolizing strength. The Sages said, "Who is strong? One who 
conquers his inclination," indicating Gevurah, strength that extends kindness to both good and 
evil, represented by the Waw, also signifying six directions. The Zayin symbolizes Chesed, as 
its form faces all directions to perform acts of kindness, hence called Chesed. 


The Chet symbolizes Binah, as understanding (Binah) is above these good qualities; a person 
with Binah acts with integrity. Its form, open at the bottom, represents the discerning mind's 
opening to comprehending the proper behavior, thus called Binah. The Tet, with an open 
top, represents Chochmah (wisdom), receiving from the intellect's power of understanding, 
thus called Chochmah. 


The Yud symbolizes the mind, representing Keter (the crown) above, revealing wisdom within 
the soul, completing all good traits within the body and generating deep thought. After the 
Yud comes Kaf, Lamed, Mem, indicating a king (Melekh). The Yud is called Keter, with no 
higher trait, as the wise soul encompasses everything in the Keter, known as "all- 
encompassing," with no higher ascent, signifying the total acceptance of the Divine rule, thus 
called Melekh. Sefer Yetzirah states ten and not nine, ten and not eleven, indicating that the 
tenth encompasses everything, avoiding entering specifics, maintaining the dignity of the king. 


The Hei represents spirituality and completeness in creation. It hints at the soul being 
secondary to the active intellect, with the active intellect as the root of the wise soul, leading to 
the body's perfection. Like the tree's root drawing nutrients from the earth to nourish the tree 
and produce fruit, sustaining human life, similarly, the wise soul nourishes the body. ‘This 
alignment of philosophy and understanding is recognized in nature and proves the necessity of 
this progression for understanding the Divine. 


The Waw is more physical and external compared to the Hei, representing the body as a 
vessel for the spirit, showing the importance of this order in the Divine scheme. The Waw 
signifies the flow of power from the source, becoming thinner and weaker as it extends 
downward, reflecting the diminishing strength until it reaches the human body, the endpoint. 
The Waw, sometimes spiritual when connected to other letters, signifies the body's actions 
reflecting the soul's actions, chosen for its representation of Divine actions, thus symbolizing 
the manifestation of spiritual power into physical reality. 


Binah (Understanding) and its Role in Creation 
Binah (Understanding) is called "spirit from spirit" because it is also a spirit. Chesed (Kindness) 


is called "water from spirit," meaning it emerges from the spirit. It is referred to as water 
because of its clarity. Sefer Yetzirah states, "The waters conceived and gave birth to darkness," 


and the term "darkness" here refers to a light concealed from the eyes of all creatures, lacking 
any color. Gevurah (Strength) is called fire, emerging from the waters. Gevurah represents the 
attribute of judgment. Our forefather Jacob, peace be upon him, chose to take from the 
middle field, which is Tiferet (Beauty), positioned between judgment and mercy, symbolizing 
the heart, with Chesed and Gevurah representing the arms. Chesed corresponds to the right 
arm, and Gevurah to the left, symbolizing the attribute of judgment aligned with the north, as 
it is written, "From the north, evil shall break forth." The Sages said, "The lulav (palm 
branch) is held in the right hand and the etrog (citron) in the left," because its appearance is 
red and its tree is thorny, corresponding to the attribute of judgment aligned with the north. 
There is redness that turns black due to its thickness, hence called darkness. Chesed is white 
and follows the path of mercy, hence called water, as it is written, "They shall be as white as 
snow." 


These two, Chesed and Gevurah, represent the secret of the Cherubim, corresponding to the 
arms of the world. This is the meaning of "the response of the God of antiquity," referring to 
the attribute of repentance that preceded the world. "And underneath are the everlasting 
arms," which are Chesed and Gevurah. Tiferet is Jacob's attribute, as it is written, "You shall 
give truth to Jacob," positioned in the middle, symbolizing the heart. Its color is intermediate, 
neither red nor white but green, and it is called a throne because the letters of "truth" (nx) 
encompass the entire alphabet: Aleph (8) at the beginning, Mem (%) in the middle, and ‘Tav (n) 
at the end. The throne stands strong, just as the letters of "truth" each have two legs, unlike 
the letters of "falsehood" (pw), which have no legs and are scattered at the end of the 
alphabet. 


Returning to our discussion, Jacob chose truth, called the Throne of Glory, hence it is said 
that Jacob's image is engraved on the Throne of Glory. These three sefirot—Chesed, 
Gevurah, and Tiferet—form a triangle. Netzach (Eternity), Hod (Glory), and Yesod 
(Foundation) are known in Kabbalah to correspond to the patriarchs who form the chariot. 
Just as there are three patriarchs, there are four holy creatures bearing the throne. Chesed is 
one of them, represented by David, peace be upon him, as he is the fourth leg of the throne. 
Thus, it is said, "Shield of David" similarly to "Shield of Abraham." It is stated, "God of 
Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob," and similarly, "God of David, your father," with 
David also called a father. The Almighty is called "Shaddai," meaning powerful and victorious 
over all. David too was victorious in battles and praised the victor, saying, "A Psalm of David, 
to the Conqueror." His kingdom is destined to conquer all other kingdoms and remain 
eternally. The Messiah, son of David, will receive glory and majesty from the Almighty, and 
the majesty of kingship will be bestowed upon him. He will reveal the secrets of the Torah 
and the twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all honor and creation. Therefore, 
these three sefirot also form a triangle. The Kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of God will 
be restored to their places, and the crown will return to its original state, as it says, "The Lord 
will be King over all the earth; on that day, the Lord will be one and His name one." 


Let's return to our discussion. Additionally, David, peace be upon him, took one attribute for 
his portion, which is Kingship. The throne has four legs and stands firmly. Hence, it is said, 
"My feet stand on level ground," implying a single foot (leg), indicating that he took one 
part—level ground, which represents Kingship. 


Netzach (Eternity) and Hod (Glory) correspond to the shins, which receive. The hands 
represent Chesed (Kindness) and Gevurah (Strength). Hod receives from Gevurah, as it 1s 
written, "The Lord will cause His glorious voice to be heard." Kabbalists call it "Strength." 
Netzach corresponds to Chesed, which is mercy. This is what is meant by "He guides His 
world with kindness and His creatures with mercy." The Tetragrammaton (YHVH) in Atbash 
cipher has the numerical value of "mercy." 


(Note: Here, there is an allusion to the unique aspect mentioned in the Holy Spirit section 
about the unification of the name Matzpatz. As is known, this unification involves reversing 
and turning the backs into fronts. The numerical value of Matzpatz is the sum of the three 
spellings of the name Elohim, which represent judgment. The total is equivalent to "mercy." 
This signifies that the Tetragrammaton animates and constitutes all names, and without it, 
they are like a body without a soul, as explained in the opening of Eljah's Zohar.) 


Yesod (Foundation) corresponds to the Covenant of Circumcision. Kingship 1s also called the 
Crown, Shekhinah (Divine Presence), and Metatron, and it utilizes Netzach and Hod. Yesod 1s 
also an intermediary attribute, like those above, where Binah (Understanding) is the 
intermediary. This is what the Sages meant by "Just as the Shekhinah is above, so is the 
Shekhinah below." The upper Shekhinah judges the upper realms and also the lower realms 
on the great Day of Judgment, Rosh Hashanah. Therefore, it is called Teshuvah (Repentance) 
and decrees all matters of the lower world at once. Subsequently, the lower Shekhinah decrees 
good during the day and bad at night because night is the time of judgment. 


Here you have ten sefirot, ten attributes, meaning manifestations. Their existence 1s 
interconnected, each dependent on the other. The ultimate cause encompasses everything, and 
all derives from the Almighty, blessed be He. 


When we draw the source of life from cause to cause in prayer, "Blessed are You, Lord our 
God and God of our fathers, God of Abraham, etc.," "Blessed" means drawing from the 
blessing of waters, indicating continuation. This signifies that from You, YHVH, the ultimate 
cause, flows the spirit of life and sustenance to Elohim, which represents Teshuvah. From 
there, it extends to Abraham, representing Chesed (Kindness), now called the Binah 
(Understanding) of Abraham, meaning the God of Chesed, which operates with Chesed, the 
right side. It emanates its influence on that attribute. Similarly, the God of Isaac is Gevurah 
(Strength), and the God of Jacob represents Truth, which is the chariot. 


I have heard that an additional sefira is added beyond the ten sefirot, called Ein Sof (Infinite). 
Some say that since they are ten in count, they have an end and necessity. Therefore, it is 
said that at the head of the upper Keter (Crown) lies something hidden in Ein Sof, which is 
the ultimate cause. They mean to say that there is no separation of Keter from that hidden 
aspect. Therefore, Sefer Yetzirah states "ten and not nine," to include the upper Keter in the 
count, which is also part of the ten. "Ten and not eleven" excludes the hidden aspect at the 
head of Keter, which has neither beginning nor end, hence not counted. This seems plausible. 


Here are the ten sefirot arranged as the structure of a human being, as man is a reflection of 
the higher worlds. This is what is meant by "in Our image, after Our likeness," implying that 
just as the brain in a person is the source from which everything draws, and thought comes 


from the brain and descends into the spinal cord, branching out to all the limbs, similarly, all 
forces draw and receive from the Cause of all causes, from which the flow extends to all other 
forces and causes. In this lies the existence and sustenance of everything, may He be exalted 
and praised. 


This is the secret of the lulav, which corresponds to the spinal cord, and the etrog, which 
corresponds to the heart, representing Tiferet. Our intention is to draw the upper power to 
the attribute of Israel, not to come to judgment but to mercy. Therefore, it is said that above, 
there is no measure, as stated in Sefer Yetzirah: "Their end has no limit." It is known that 
according to the spread of divinity to that side, the influences below increase—sometimes 
towards judgment when it spreads to the left, and sometimes towards mercy when it spreads 
to the right. This is what is meant by "He rose from the throne of judgment and sat on the 
throne of mercy," meaning He extends His influence towards mercy. This is the blessing that 
emerges from the supreme, middle, inner, and outer blessing, which is the first cause. 


God has guided me to write briefly about the great and awesome Keter Shem Tov according 
to Kabbalah, with support from scripture. We have already written about some of the secrets 
of the squared foundation and the river flowing from Eden to water the garden, which then 
divides into four heads. This river emerges from the Holy of Holies, watering the roots—the 
holy angels, who are sometimes silent and sometimes speaking. Their faces are hidden 
between the holy and the Holy of Holies, from where it reaches the ophanim, who triple the 
sanctity and sanctify, and the voice reaches the Ishim, who inform humans. From the temple 
outward are the four foundational elements of the human body. Thus, there is a parable and 
allegory, for there is a source for silver and a place for gold. It is also written that iron is taken 
from the earth and copper is smelted from stone, mentioning four metals cast in the earth 
corresponding to the four elements of man: white, black, red, and green. God made 
everything corresponding to each other. Similarly, every living and non-living thing has four 
elements drawing life from the primary spiritual elements included in the ten sefirot, the 
progenitors of all creations. When mentioning the four lower elements—silver, gold, iron, and 
copper—it hints at the primary elements having a source. 


He explained further, saying, "He set a limit to the darkness." It is known that darkness has 
no end and cannot be described as creation but as formation. Similarly, the Sages said, "He 
forms light and creates darkness." Creation itself means that He created from darkness, which 
has no end or limit, one unity and one emanation. When it is said, "He set a limit to the 
darkness," it means He set a boundary to that darkness and gave it an end and limit. He 
examined every end, giving each measure and existence standing by the power of that non- 
existence a limit. Thus, the scripture uses "creation" regarding darkness and "formation" 
regarding light, which stands by the power of the darkness. This is what is meant by 
"revealing the deep things out of darkness and bringing to light the shadow of death." 
Darkness and the shadow of death are called non-existence, which exists by the power of light 
and other things. This is what is meant by "the stone of darkness and the shadow of death," 
calling the building stone constructed from letters as explained in Sefer Yetzirah. All of them 
draw from the four subtle spiritualities dependent on thought, which is this stone that Jacob 
set as a pillar, from which arises the arousal of will. From there, the fulfillment of every cause 
and need of the upper and lower worlds, beneath it, transforms like a stone, symbolizing the 


wondrous radiance and pure light which has no comparison or measure. It is called a stone 
because it is the foundation of the building. 


And the remaining 22 letters inscribed on the wheels of the chariot are also called stones, for 
they build and turn in every direction, flourishing and fresh. They are called pure marble 
stones because of their illuminating light. They roll in circular motions, incorporating and 
encompassing the structure of levels and the emanation of powers derived from the Cause of 
all causes. 'Under His feet was like the work of a sapphire stone,’ referring to the sacred 
Name, which is the foundation of the foundation. It is the stone with which He constructed 
and hewed out the quarry stones, inscribing 32 paths as stated: 'A path unknown to the eagle,' 
because they were sealed and hidden, unknown to the ministering angels, unseen by any eye 
until the time of favor. 


Then, 'He stretches His hand over the flint,’ comparing wisdom to flint because the hidden 
essences were sealed within it. The depth is likened to something hidden in a hard and strong 
place. He split its root into streams. He called the streams all essences, derived from the root 
‘light,’ as in 'May its light not shine upon it.' These are all the essences included in the term 
‘water’ in the act of creation, as it 1s written: 'And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters.’ After the luminaries emerged, 'His eye saw every precious thing.’ The 
essences emanated on the first day, being ten intermingled things: heavens and earth, tohu 
and bohu, light and darkness, spirit and water, day and night. This is indicated by 'He 
restrained the streams,’ meaning that after these ten things emanated as one, and the world 
was water, He bound them as streams and separated water from water with the command, 
"Let there be a firmament.’ 


He brings out the hidden light. 'The revealed wisdom brings forth light,’ and wisdom is found 
from nothingness. Man does not know its worth; it is arranged, meaning man does not know 
how to order the essences or understand their nature, as it is written: 'Who is like Me? Let 
him call and declare it and arrange it for Me, since I established an ancient people.’ It is not 
found in the land of the living: 


The angels do not know it, and in an allegorical sense, the deep says, 'It is not in me,’ etc., 
and all other matters. Wisdom is hidden from the eyes of all living things, even those whose 
lives are eternal. From the birds of the heavens, it is concealed—these are the ministering 
angels. God understood its way, and He delineated in it what He delineated through 
contemplation. He emanated four primary elements: 'For He looks to the ends of the earth, 
and sees everything under the heavens, to make a weight for the wind and apportion the 
waters by measure.’ Then He saw it and declared it; He established it in pure thought, like a 
man who first imagines a deed in his heart before beginning to perform it. This 1s why the 
Sages said, 'The thought of Israel preceded everything.’ According to the creations within it, 
He delineated in that essence from which He emanated, and He counted three books: book, 
book, and telling, which are wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. The essences did not 
settle in an ordered structure, and He drew them out and ordered them, making a single 
structure and a single name. After combining, weighing, and converting with the 22 letters, 
each interconnected, facing one another: 


And also measured, He set it in a measure that has an investigation and a limit, even though 
it has no limit (regarding the matter mentioned here, even though it has no limit, see Pardes 
by the Ramak in Sha'ar Atsmut and Kelim, Chapter 1, in what he brought in the name of 
the Rikanti on the sefirot, and he said: 'Heaven forbid that they have body and corporeality, 
but they are types of light like the light coming out of the eye, which is not comprehensible 
and graspable because it is nothing, but the thing perceived after the light is grasped in the 
image of the thoughts of the heart and the form is depicted in the power of that measure. 
Similarly, what the Ramak himself wrote in Sha'ar Nekudot, Chapter 6: 'And the language of 
striking is not literal, but its intent is like the light emanating from the eye and striking the 
seen object and aspiring to see it, and we have no appropriate analogy for this matter in the 
physical world but this, which is the most refined we have for comparison.’ This is essentially 
what he writes here further: 'And it comes out from the radiance of wisdom,' meaning like 
light coming out of the eye by way of analogy. As is known, one should not take the physical 
analogy literally for the spiritual, but it is only to explain that from the physical, one can 
ascend to the spiritual. Similarly, this is the explanation of his words later: 'And they rise to 
draw from the upper conduit, and the upper one pours living waters from the rains of 
freewill,| meaning the cause emanating from the word written in four letters. This indicates 
the matter mentioned in the Rikanti that after the light, the image is formed, and this is what 
is perceived according to our perception, because the letters are an image for the sake of 
understanding and influence). From the beginning of itself, He says to the known man, 
"Behold, the fear of the Lord is wisdom,’ which is the attribute of the goodness of the Holy 
One, blessed be He. Everything is found and issues from the radiance of wisdom, always 
blessed without interruption, and because their source is there and from there is their primary 
sustenance, their one desire and all their yearning is to ascend and reach their ultimate goal, 
to enter the Holy of Holies, to draw water from the springs of precious wisdom, which is 
eternal and essential without any other cause, always standing without interruption to suffice 
those striving to run the straight path. They rise to draw from the upper conduit, and the 
upper one pours living waters from the rains of freewill, which is the cause emanating from 
the word written in four letters, and they and it walk among the living beings. From there, He 
brings forth the existence of His world, and YHVH is His name, blessed and exalted forever, 
Amen. 


